Suppression of delayed type hypersensitivity by desferoxamine.
Desferoxamine, a chelating agent, inhibits proliferation of T cells in vitro. We reasoned that it may also suppress T-cell-mediated immune responses in vivo. The effect of desferoxamine on delayed type hypersensitivity reaction to dinitrofluorobenzene was evaluated in Balb/c mice. We report that desferoxamine inhibits sensitization and elicitation of skin test reactivity and that the immunosuppressive effect of desferoxamine is transient. While its mechanism of action remains to be determined, it may be a potentially useful immunosuppressive agent.